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Easter Message, 2022
The Rt. Reverend Thomas Miller
A glorious Easter to you, friends in Christ!
The Most Reverend William S.H. Downey vested me with the honor of addressing you this
Easter season. Our Presiding Archbishop, being a man of many missions on our behalf of the
Liberal Catholic Church around the world, sends his love and greetings during this season of
our Lord’s triumphant, mighty Resurrection.
Our Liturgy bids us to celebrate Easter with the three Gesima Sundays to bolster us with
the Holy Spirit; six Sundays of personal preparations of Lent; the momentous events of Holy
Week; the glory of Easter and five more Holy Eucharists to begin to do justice of the ultimate
gift of God to humanity; culminating in the glorious Ascension of our Lord! +Thomas Miller

Easter Sermon 2021
Easter is the most important festival of the Christian year. Easter is a time of rejoicing
because it contains the Resurrection, the victory of Jesus cheating death and rising into eternal
life.
Christ did that 2000 years ago, but this Easter is for us. It was for our resurrection that Jesus,
our Way-shower, demonstrated with his life the Father’s idea of loving human behavior!
Jesus loved each member of humanity, gave his all, spoke truth to power, achieved nonviolently, taught, healed, forgave, was captured, whipped and crucified, still teaching and forgiving!
He invested his earthly life in love—universal, unconditional love.
Mary, his mother, accepted a Divine calling, gave birth in a small barn, endured a son with
an unimaginable but Divine mission. She became a Disciple, stood at the foot of his Cross. She
demonstrated and inspired purity and saintly living forever more.
Resurrect means literally to “stand up again.” Resurrection of the body was a Jewish term
for “re-embodiment” following death, and it implied that the hoped-for new age of Israel had
dawned. Jesus’ message was that the new age already existed and was eternally true.
Resurrection is not a one-time miracle. The resurrection of Jesus is the archetype of change
—eternal transformative change that is built into all of Creation. That includes us!
Resurrection is an archetype that is imprinted on the human psyche. Each one of us has/is
a higher self which knows the pattern of mystical death and self-emptying followed by glorious
rebirth. The Greek term for this cycle is kenosis. It is a cycle which may repeat itself many,
many times over the lifetime of a spiritual seeker.
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Kenosis is a great equalizer. Our plans, expectations—even our assessment of reality—give
way, leaving us as we empty ourselves—as we “let go, and let God.”
Then, as surely as a seed planted in good soil takes root, the energy of life rises in our body,
mind and spirit, and we are once again filled with joy, love, discernment, and peace.
In these cycles of kenosis we meet our resurrection, again and again. In the limitless
kindness of God’s love, we begin to recognize spiritual living taking hold. Our highest
aspirations begin to outweigh old habits and patterns. Prayer—talking with God—becomes
easier, more personal, relational and more frequent. Meditation becomes deeper and sweeter.
Our heart softens, forgiveness blossoms—for no reason or
every reason. Forgiveness, for oneself and others, washes over
us. Any remaining angst felt for previous enemies melts away.
How long is this emptying of kenosis to continue? With
each cycle more of our heavy burdens fall away. Now our soul
begins to breathe the delicious, crystal clear air of spiritual
freedom, joyously discovering God’s Will to be the most
natural and desirable course of action. Living eternal life—
right now in the present—becomes the most obvious reality
that was always true. How did I miss it?
The Paschal candle which you see burning here, is
symbolic of the forty days following Christ’s resurrection,
during which he appeared in his resurrection body to his
disciples and other followers. (St. Paul says, “there is a natural
body and there is a spiritual body.”) He consoled, encouraged
and taught them, strengthening them for their part in the
coming mission for the Kingdom of Heaven on earth.
As he dwelled with them so many years ago, our Cosmic
Christ dwells yet with us in heart and mind. Reminded by our
Paschal candle every Sunday until Ascension Sunday in forty
days, we will partake of that energy, that Christ energy, that
God energy; we will partake of all that grace and goodness,
knowing that the Resurrected Christ is ever with us!

Lighting the Paschal Candle at
St. Albert’s, Greeley, CO, 2022.
Photograph by Teresa Rohn.
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On the Eucharist
The Right Rev. James Ingall Wedgwood
an excerpt from The Presence of Christ in the Holy Communion
I like to go back in thought to that scene of the Last Supper, the outlines of which we recapitulate in
the Prayer of Consecration at each Eucharist. Our Lord had been giving hints to the little band of
disciples of the parting that was impending, as we learn from the Gospel story. We can picture them
gathered together in the upper room and the final intimation being given them of the calamity that was
to take place. How deep the grief that must have fallen at the thought of the separation, the anxiety, the
sense of helplessness, the thought of awful and utter loneliness. Can we not picture his tender sympathy
with their distress, the endeavour to re-hearten them and to inspire them for work they had yet to
accomplish? For the disciple must not think of himself, but of the constant note of the world’s great
need. And he speaks to them of his love and care for them, of his power that will sustain them and
support them in all their difficulties. Presently he tells them of the plan that he had devised for them, a
rite that shall incorporate his very being, that shall keep the sense of his living presence perpetually in
their hearts, and shall help them to maintain that realisation of their fellowship with one another, that
holy and all-possessing unity which they had gradually found in their common devotion to him. How
wonderful must have been those moments as in solemn thanksgiving he broke that Bread, and as he
blessed that Cup. How sweetly tense the peace and stillness of that greatest of all moments. What a
panorama in the inner worlds, what hosts of angels and Great Ones to do homage to that memorable
occasion! And above all the sweetness of his love binding them perpetually to him with ties that should
never be broken.
It was not only once in the history of this sad world that so marvellous an experience was given to
men. The rite still lives on; his Love still binds men’s hearts together, and we take comfort and strength
in his marvellous promise, ‘And lo! I am with you always even unto the end of the world.’
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Open Thy Eyes in Us That We May See
A Sermon for the Second Sunday of Easter
Rev. Steven Arndt
It is still Easter, and we take great strength and hope in the story of Easter, and its value is for us to
step into that story, and in many diverse ways to find ourselves. The story of the resurrection, when it
was thought that our Lord Christ was no more, gives us the greatest insight and help that we could wish
for. We are schooled in this experience, to open thine eyes, to learn to see in ways that take faith, hope,
courage, and a deaf ear to those who would discourage moving in this direction.
The many diverse situations, that we read in the New Testament in the stories of Jesus’s time with
his disciples, were marveled at by those who witnessed them. Jesus was doing his very best to open the
eyes of those he would meet, to help them and us see that God is not sitting on some mountain top, or
in some cave, or on some distant planet; but that God is alive and in all of those places, and that there is
no place that God does not sit and wait for us to reach out for assistance.
The resurrection begins anew every day, as we learn through our own life lessons, to discover the
Living Christ, always ready to assist us. This was the point of Christ appearing to the apostles as they
walked towards Emmaus, which in the Metaphysical dictionary is defined as “a place in consciousness
where the healing, restoring love and life and Truth of Spirit spring up and flow freely through man’s
being.” This is the road that we are walking on, and—at each time that we trust, reach out, step back
and let Christ have a hand in our decisions—that we find a growth in our own resurrection, from the
death of thinking that we are somehow alone on our journeys in life.
We are charged to have a little faith, to believe, to open our eyes to that which our gross senses do
not perceive. This path is a choice, and once chosen we accept all that will come to us as part of the
plan that God has for us, knowing that the living Christ will not let us down, just as he returned to the
disciples on the road Emmaus to assure them that what Jesus had taught them was true.
Yes, we are blessed in more ways than we comprehend, and this world has so many, who do know
that they have a friend in Christ, by whatever name may be chosen. In the Epistle from the Acts of the
Apostles, we read that we are to preach unto the people, and to testify that this is real.
I believe that this does not mean that we need to be an evangelist, but that it is saying we all will
have opportunities to whisper the good news of the Gospel: that God has not left them on their own,
that God’s love that flows into the world is ever present; and we can kindly let those we meet know this
truth, to give hope and light in times of darkness and confusion.
In the Gospel of Saint Luke, we hear the words, “Oh fools and slow of heart to believe.” Yes, we do
struggle in our own ability to trust, but in Jerusalem we can find the strength that assists. Jerusalem, the
place where the temple exists, the inner temple where the fire of God’s love eternally burns, within
everyone, within everything, in every place.
Our experience of this ever-glowing light of God’s love, of the living Christ, we discover in every
Holy Eucharist. It is as if we, in a very simple and innocent way, can rekindle our own inner temple,
pulling the drapes away from that burning fire of God’s love. We are challenged to draw inward, from
the lure of the five gross senses, to build the bridge to the inner senses, the intuitive side of life, and then

ADVENIAT REGNUM TUUM

http://www.thelccusa.org/

5

THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH, PROVINCE OF THE UNITED STATES

EASTER 2022

to move within the world, and to bless it with the love that Jesus, the embodiment of that fullness of
Christ, gave us by example.
Easter is continuing in our lives, and may we remember these biblical texts in our times of need, and
freely share the fire of God’s love with those we meet. Let us continue to rekindle this fire, to open our
eyes that we may see, as we continue with today’s Holy Eucharist.

✠

✠
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Resurrection
Pierro della Francesca
c. 1460
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PARISH NEWS
St. Raphael Church Center, Richmond, California
Here are pictures of Deaconess Imelda (Mellie) H.S. Brown at St. Raphael’s in Richmond, California. She
will be 91 years old on April 18th. As I am sure you remember, we have no priest or deacons...and only two
occasional servers to help her. She is totally, completely, dedicated to the LCC, to St. Raphael's, and to
theosophy--a very rare individual at her age.
Our visiting priest (Fr. Richard Ellwood) or bishop (Archbishop William Downey) consecrates enough Host so
that Sr. Mellie can distribute Communion at her Prime services.
Peggy Heubel

Church of St. Francis, Villa Park, Illinois
St. Francis is blessed and grateful to have had the Presiding Archbishop visiting during Holy Week.
Archbishop William arrived on Tuesday, and celebrated mass on Wednesday and Thursday, followed by Prime
with Veneration of the Cross on Good Friday. There was also Blessing of the Fire, Blessing of the Pascal Candle,
Rededication of the Church and Healing service on Holy Saturday, and Holy Eucharist on Easter Sunday.
We were also glad to have a visit during Easter from Fr. Joseph Seehausen of St Christopher’s Oratory in
Baltimore, Maryland!
Fr. Steven Arndt of St Gabriel and All Angels in Fairfield, Iowa, will be visiting us again the weekend after
Easter.
We extend Easter Greetings to our sisters and brothers in the Province! He is Risen!
Sr. Rabecca Collin
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And the glory which thou gavest me
I have given them;
that they may be one, even as we are one.
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN, 17:22
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The Glory of the Lord
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