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Thou shalt
put her on
as a robe of honor
and shalt
put her about thee
as a crown of joy.
ECCLESIASTICUS, 6:31

Art

Coronation of Our Lady
HARRY CLARKE
St. Mary’s Church
Ballinrobe, County Mayo, Ireland
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Assumption 2021
The Most Reverend William S.H. Downey
The Assumption of the Virgin Mary into Heaven, often shortened to the Assumption, and also
known as the Falling Asleep of the Blessed Virgin Mary, according to the beliefs of the Catholic Church,
Eastern Orthodoxy, Oriental Orthodoxy, and parts of Anglicanism, was the bodily taking up of the
Virgin Mary into Heaven at the end of her earthly life.
The Catholic Church teaches as dogma that the Virgin Mary “having completed the course of her
earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” This doctrine was dogmatically defined by
Pope Pius XII on November 1, 1950, in the Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus Deus by
exercising papal infallibility. While the Catholic Church and Eastern Orthodox Church believe in the
Dormition of the Theotokos, which is the same as the Assumption, the alleged physical death of Mary
has not been dogmatically defined.
The Liberal Catholic Church does not uphold the dogma of the Roman Catholic Church which
proclaims the bodily assumption into heaven of the Virgin Mother of Jesus Christ.
We have no official view beyond the idea expressed in the Collect for today: “O Lord Christ , who
for her wonderous humility and purity hast exhalted the Holy Lady Mary among the hosts of
heaven…” Our church leaves its members free to interpret its doctrines so that each is free to decide
just what is meant by the assertion that Our Lord Christ has exhalted the Holy Lady Mary among the
hosts of heaven.
Generally speaking I think it is safe to say that collectively we believe that because of her sanctity of
Life, devotion, and obedience, she has been placed in a position of authority as to be called Queen of
Angels.
In addition to looking at the Blessed Mother in historical terms as the mother of the Savior, we also
perceive Our Lady in a more symbolic manner. We can view her as the Feminine aspect of Divinity, or
as the embodiment of Motherhood in general, or as a representation of Mother Earth, or as a symbol
of the primordial Matter in the Act of Creation, the Waters spoken of in the first Chapter of Genesis.
As early as the second verse we find: “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”
Or at another level we can see her representing the third person of the Holy Trinity, the Holy Spirit,
and again at another level she can symbolize Sophia the Ageless Wisdom! In all of these various aspects
we can interpret the Message of the Assumption and all other stories of her life in Scripture, in the light
revealed within all of these symbols.
In addition to the foregoing representations at the individual level, we can view Our Lady as that
quality of Soul that brings forth, gives birth to the Christ Nature within each of us. In a very real sense
each of us finds or discovers the Christ or Spirit side of ourselves through the Soul.
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In a certain sense our Soul is that part of us that processes data coming to us from the outside
through this world of senses and at the same time through the faculty of Intuition channels messages
and information (if I may use that phrase) from the Higherside of our nature. The synthesis of these
two streams results in Wisdom. Mary was always led by the Spirit and always surrendered to its lead.
Even when confronted by hard tests and trials—when the Angel of the annunciation told her “and a
sword shall pierce your heart,” or when they fled to Egypt, or when her child was lost at the Temple, or
at Christ’s betrayal, crucifixion and death. Or even at the glorious victorious moments in her Life—
when the Angels sing Glory to God in the Highest, or at the baptism of our Lord when the Spirit says
this is my beloved Son, or the Transfiguration, or the victorious arrival in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday,
the Resurrection and Ascension. The Scripture on numerous occasions states that Mary ponders all
these things in her heart! She is the Soul led by Spirit and is unruffled by circumstances, unmoved by
conditions, centered and focused in Truth.
When we have finished this life’s journey and pass once again into the Father’s House, all that we are
or have become in this life of experience will be drawn up once again into the bosom of the Father.
So, what does the dogma of the Assumption of Mary into Heaven mean for us on a more down-toearth level? It gives us great hope that, as we strive to live in our Lord’s grace and to do His will, with
Mary as an example and with her loving assistance, we will share in His glorious victory.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church mentions how Mary anticipates the resurrection of all
members of Christ’s body (CCC974). She intercedes continually with her son on our behalf for our
salvation.
In the Liberal Catholic Church we honor and revere Her as our guide and exemplar and we look
forward to the day when we shall walk more perfectly in her footsteps; but in the meantime we endeavor
to emulate and follow her as our pattern of humility and purity.
Ave Maria, Gracia Plena

✠

✠

✠

Shrine to Our Lady
With icon

“The Adoration of the Magi”
Our Lady Queen of Angels Church
Rio Rancho, New Mexico
see Parish News below
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The Reality of God’s Love
The Very Reverend Alan Clute
In the Feast of St. Raphael 2020 issue of Ubique the editor posed a question to her readers:
Let’s say you are travelling. Perhaps you are in an airport between
flights. You strike up a conversation with a person sitting next to you and
during the conversation it is revealed that you believe in God. The person
with whom you are speaking emphatically does not.
But, as your boarding is called and you are leaving the other
person behind, that person suddenly asks you, “If God exists, what is the
most important thing to know about God?”
You have the merest moment to reply. What is your answer?

One of the best responses came from Fr. Steven Arndt of St. Gabriel & All Angels LCC in Fairfield,
Iowa. Fr. Steven wrote, “God loves you, and there is nothing you can do about it!”
This sounds like a typical core Christian teaching, and it is. “You are encircled by the arms of the Mystery
of God”—Hildegard of Bingen
But did you know that it is literally true in a physical sense? Did you know that the Love of God literally
creates and sustains our physical Universe and everything in it all the time, and there is nothing you can
do about it?
The key to seeing this for yourself is to consider the Love of God not just in spiritual or emotional
terms, but rather in functional terms.
Discussions about things Divine are usually relegated to the “spiritual” domain, abstract or vague
discussions about something intangible. But there is no need to be abstract or vague. The work that the
Divine does is both specific and concrete. And once we examine that work, we can perceive the Divine
Worker behind it.
Consider a father, living on the East Coast of America in the early days when the United States was
founded. Say he wanted to move his young family into the interior of the continent away from existing
civilization. What would such a father need to do before he could bring his family out to join him?
First, he would need to prepare the environment, clear some forest and hew trees into logs to build a
cabin. Then he would need to secure a food supply by hunting or gathering or farming. Probably only
late in the process would he retrieve his family.
A Divine Father, having just created a new Universe in the Big Bang, would do similar loving things
to build a new home for His family.
Our Universe came into existence in the Big Bang, but that didn’t actually accomplish a whole lot in
terms of what we know our Universe to be today. The original Universe was tiny, quite simple in
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composition. Matter consisted almost exclusively of Hydrogen and Helium, the two simplest and
lightest elements. And there was Spacetime and Natural Law (Divine Intelligence).

In terms of a place for the Father to build a home for his future “family”, the early Universe was a
rough and wild frontier indeed. Plus, it was dark!
What followed is what we refer to in our Confiteor as “the glory of our heritage”, the steady
transformation of the simple, minimal Universe into our current home.
“And God said ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light!”
Oh really? And how did that happen? What physical “tool” did the work? How did God, as a
good Parent, illuminate the Universe?
God’s Love, in action, brought stuff together, unifying lots of hydrogen molecules into huge clumps.
As those clumps got bigger and bigger, they were squeezed tighter and tighter until their temperature
and pressure were great enough to ignite nuclear fusion. Voilà, the clumps of hydrogen were now stars!
There was Light!
God’s Love unifies. God’s Love in physical form is Gravity. As a force, gravity is infinitesimally weak
compared to the other three forces. But gravity is not really a force, rather it is the bending effect on
Spacetime of the relationship between Matter and Spacetime. And that relationship is Love and has the
effect of unifying separate bits of matter.
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So now at this early stage the young Universe is well lit, but it is still relatively simple. Next we need
some complexity and some environmental variety.
In addition to being sources of light, stars are also element factories. Through the process of nuclear
fusion, they transform simpler elements—with fewer electrons, protons, and neutrons—into more
complex ones. Gravity drives the process for awhile, holding the star together until it has an iron core.
Ultimately, the star becomes too big and unstable and explodes, the temperature and pressure in the
explosion causing the creation of even more complex elements and scattering them into space.
Now we are getting somewhere. We have lots of stuff in great variety! We can build things!
Here are the elements we know about and their origin.

So now Gravity, in its loving role of preparing a home for future sentient beings starts clumping
together this new variety of stuff. After quite some time—God has lots of time—some of those clumps
are planets orbiting around stars, and planetary evolution is off and running. The planetary orbits, of
course, are the paths that planets take under the influence of gravity.
To sum up:
The starting point
The “Big Bang” creates Spacetime, Natural Law, a bunch of energy, elementary particles, and the
simplest elements, almost all hydrogen & helium.
Spacetime is a thing, full of energy and intelligence, the Virgin Mare of the Ancients.
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Physical Gravity

Unifies. Yearns to reduce distance between. “Cosmic
Hugs”

Shepherded by Gravity, the simple original matter and
elementary particles clump together. Eventually, stellar
ignition occurs: “Let there be Light.”

Creates a nurturing environment full of learning
opportunities. Provides for material needs.

Gravity drives stars to create all the rest of physical matter,
the various chemical elements. Stellar evolution
manufactures different elements. Supernovae manufacture
the heavier ones.

Provides structure that supports Evolution.

Planets form out of stellar debris clumped together by
Gravity. Planets provide a cooler environment than a star.

“Thou whose wisdom mightily and sweetly ordereth all
things.’’

Gravity organizes matter into planets, planets into planetary
systems.

So if gravity is God’s parental Love in action in our physical world, creating and sustaining all things,
is Father Arndt’s observation still accurate? Is there nothing you can do about it?
We occasionally hear the term “escape velocity,” the velocity at which a rocket ship can leave Earth
orbit and travel elsewhere. And yet we know the Moon and the other planets in our solar system are still
close enough to be strongly affected by the gravitational attraction of the Earth and Sun. Can we
somehow get “outside gravity” if we travel far enough? Can we get away from God’s Love?
This structure is known to astronomers as Laniakea. It is 520 million light-years across, and shows
galaxies—each dot is a galaxy, not just a star—that are gravitationally related. Our galaxy—the Milky
Way—is one of those dots! Truly God’s Love in the physical form of Gravity is inescapable and
“mightily and sweetly ordereth all things.”

We tend to think of the Creation stage of our Universe as being something that happened in the
past. But clearly the Evolution of our Universe is ongoing. Cosmic dust clouds continue to become new
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stars and planets, and the driving force behind that process is the same thing that keeps our feet on the
ground. Rather than being abstract and far away, the ever-active Love of God “whose strength
upholdeth and sustaineth all creation” has us constantly in its grip.
So then, what is the point of it all?
God’s Love has built a complex Universe that supports the production and evolution of sentient
beings. When sufficiently evolved, such beings are known as Saints. Therefore, the Universe is a Saint
Factory! Despite the illusion of death and the ups and downs of daily life, we are all being swept
forward in God’s time by “the glory of our heritage.”
So yes, Fr. Steven, “God loves us—directly, physically, and inescapably—and we can’t do anything
about it!”

✠

✠

✠

The Assumption of the Virgin
Nicholas Poussin
1649-1650
Musée du Louvre, Paris
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GOD as Light
A Sermon for the Second Sunday after Trinity
Rev. Richard Hall
Season of Trinity: Renewal
Trinity is the season where we bring to mind the expressed qualities of the divine and encourage
them to flow in creation. The mythic cycle of Christianity begins with the birth of a son of man,
symbolizing the kindling in our own awareness of the reality of the divine. The next great part of the
story is a baptism, where the son of man descends into the waters that wash away the sin of duality.
Christ comes away from the experience of baptism and begins to refer to himself as the Son of
God. He has realized his true status. Easter celebrates the final realization—that status of being one
with the divine cannot die. During the season of Trinity, we direct the Power of that realization out into
the world, nourishing every quality and part of creation. To each Sunday of Trinity, we give an intent,
which gives direction to that Power as it flows into the world and blesses creation.
GOD as Light
Collect for Trinity 2: O Father of light, in whom there is no darkness at all; may our hearts be so irradiated
by the glory of thy divine Love that we may ever shine as beacons amid the stormy sea of life; that through us weary
and tempest-driven souls may be guided to the haven where they would be and may rest in the eternal sunlight of thy
holy presence.
Light and darkness are used as symbols of good and evil, of right and wrong action, of love and
hate, of life and death. God the Father is the source of pure light and has no darkness in him. The
collect describes the basis of all spiritual techniques and paths. Get close to or turn towards the source
of pure light to become irradiated by the glory of divine Love and to shine as beacons amid the stormy
sea of life. And it describes the ultimate purpose of all this. It’s not only our own personal fulfillment.
It’s not the bliss you feel being close to the divine.
It’s to guide weary and tempest-driven souls to the same haven, where they can rest in eternal
sunlight.
We Are All in the Same Boat
We read and watch the news and see conflict and shortsightedness on display in politics, business,
religious organization, and educational institutions. Wouldn’t it be great if we could just fire them all,
vote them out of office, or lock them away somewhere and forget about them? Wouldn’t it be great if
we could separate the sheep from the goats and cast the goats into the pit of darkness? In other words,
wouldn’t it be great to behave just like the people we would condemn?
The truth is that we’re all in the same boat. If we row together, the whole boat makes it to the other
side of the River Jordan. If we don’t, the boat is swept away as the people in it argue about who gets
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the oars and which direction they should row. Milk and honey are on the other side of the river waiting
for us. In the end, everyone gets to drink of it—or no one does.
What do we do? Making good decisions is important—who we vote for, what we put in our bodies,
how we treat ourselves and how we treat others—it all adds up. We turn towards the source of pure
light. We take that light into our hearts and allow it to purify us. We radiate that light out into the
world that through us weary and tempest-driven souls may be guided to the haven where they would be and may rest
in the eternal sunlight of GOD’s holy presence.
Heaven is not a gated community. Our goal is full salvation or enlightenment. We don’t really get
there if we leave someone behind.

✠

✠

✠

Coronation of Our Lady
Stained Glass Window from Germany
Shalom Spirituality Center
Dubuque, Iowa
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Book Review
Confessions of an Unorthodox Priest: Christianity
Beyond the Edges
by Very Rev. Jeremiah Loch
reviewed by Jan Seehusen
Confessions of an Unorthodox Priest: Christianity
Beyond the Edges is an autobiographical spiritual journey of
the Very Reverend Father Jeremiah Loch toward becoming a
Liberal Catholic priest. He reflects on his journey over a 50–
year career in osteopathy specializing in anesthesiology/pain
management, and over 25 years as an archpriest in the
Russian Orthodox Church. In trying to reconcile these
seemingly opposing worlds of science and religion he makes a
major breakthrough that changes his direction in life.
We are immediately swept into the seriousness with which
Father Jeremiah approaches his search for understanding life
as the book begins with his daily practice of visiting a cemetery as a form of self examination. An
earlier influence in his search for meaning was his paper route in a hospital where he witnessed Catholic
priests administering Holy Communion to bedridden patients and the medical doctors who attended
them. This exposure inspired him to integrate these two visions of healing into the dual career paths of
osteopathy and the priesthood in the Russian Orthodox Church.
Father Jeremiah’s family physician was a Doctor of Osteopathy, an alternative form of medicine that
focuses on patients’ pain and how to manage it. As a teenager his interest in the medical field found its
specialization after he read the Webster dictionary definition of anesthesiology: “the art and science of
the treatment of pain and suffering.” Fortunate to have studied classical osteopathy, which emphasized
treatment of a patient as a unity of body, mind and spirit, and health as balance of the physical and
spiritual, Father Jeremiah was further inspired to study Eastern Orthodox Christianity.
Over time, Father Jeremiah began to question the Russian Church’s orthodoxy—meaning “correct
belief ” and “correct worship.” The unchanging beliefs of the traditional institution conflicted with his
inner experience of Christianity beyond those boundaries. This led to an intellectual examination of
the Christian message which he found centered around original sin instead of focused on human beings
created in the image and likeness of God. He also began to question the medical perspective of
consciousness as simply an extension of the body, which was extinguished upon death of the body. He
concluded that once science split the soul from the body it became the dominant explanation of life,
superseding even religion. An “aha” moment came when a patient died and her intact, warm body
could be moved without experiencing pain. This led to the insight that pain was experienced not just in
the body but through a perceiver—in Christian theology, the soul, an integrated sense of self as
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consciousness. Investigating consciousness, he found the Vedic view of the ancient riches in India which
revealed consciousness as primary and evolutionary, with a conclusion that life is coming from life and is
conscious and reproductive of itself. He equates this Oneness of Life with the Christ, as distinct from
the incarnation of the person of Jesus.
Father Jeremiah realized that his foremost role as a priest was to preserve the beliefs of the religious
institution and not particularly to encourage Christian revelation in his congregants, even though he had
concluded that Oneness of life as the Christ was evolving within the consciousness of human beings,
individually and collectively.
For many years the belief structure of the Eastern Orthodox Church provided stability and personal
guidance in his life, but as he recognized the decline of what he terms tribal Christianity, he sought a
different Christian church that would support his deeper understanding of life. His search led ultimately
to the Liberal Catholic Church, which he describes as “a Church within the Apostolic Tradition known
for its evolutionary theology, stately ritual, deep mysticism, and witness to the reality of sacramental
grace that at the same time allows for the widest measure of intellectual liberty and individual
conscience.” (Page 81) He subsequently became our newest Liberal Catholic priest and has much to
teach us about disenfranchised Christians who are looking for what the Liberal Catholic Church is
uniquely positioned to offer.

✠

✠

✠

detail from

Madonna del Magnificat
Sandro Botticelli
1481
Uffizi, Florence, Italy
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PROVINCIAL NEWS
In Remembrance of Rev. Henry Kreuzpaintner

Note: Fr. Henry transitioned to the Higher Life on July 1.
Fr. Jeremiah Loch traveled to Milwaukee to administer Last
Rites, and then again a week later Fr Jeremiah officiated at Fr.
Henry’s funeral. The Most Rev. William Downey celebrated
the Requiem Eucharist for Fr. Henry at the Church of St.
Francis on July 10.
Here is a remembrance of Fr. Henry, by Fr. Terrence Metz:
I met Father Henry around 1978 at the church of St
Raphael and All Angels in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Father
Henry is the only person I’ve known who lived in Munich
during the Allied Forces bombing raids in World War II.
Starving in his youth may have caused him to compensate
during his American adulthood, as he continuously struggled
with his eating habits. The War also left him with an insatiable
appetite for Truth. And his search for Truth made him an
open and compassionate friend and priest.
It seemed that Father Henry lived in the moment better
than anyone. He may have been pensive on occasion, but
never pessimistic. He may have been cautious, but never
critical. He may have been your acquaintance, but I was fortunate enough to get to know him deeper.
The more you got to know about Father Henry, the more you liked, or loved him.
Perhaps you can assess someone partially by the people that are attracted to them. People like
Geneva Smith, Diane Warwick, and resigned, retired, or transitioned priests like Father James Zinzow,
Father Mark Smith, and Father James White. Good people—and like them, Henry also had his foibles,
mostly overshadowed by the gleam in his eye.
Father Henry had a third eye, as we all do, but his was more active
than most. He saw things that confirmed the beauty of our
Sacraments, the positive spin of our Founding Bishops, and an
overwhelming tolerance of people and thoughts that may have been
associated with narrow-minded individuals.
Father Henry was not narrow-bodied or narrow-minded. He was
always present. In fact, he missed most of the Midwestern retreats
by “holding down the fort” at St Raphael and celebrating Sunday
Eucharists for local parishioners, when others were not available. He
also came to Chicago on occasion to help the Church of St Francis
maintain continuity with its Sunday Eucharistic celebrations.
To me, he was somewhat angelic, and most certainly a spiritual being
struggling with a physical body. Aren’t we all? Hopefully we will
transition as peacefully as him, knowing that eternal food comes only from selfless service to others.
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PARISH NEWS
St. Raphael & All Angels, Richmond, California
The Most Rev. William Downey, Presiding Archbishop of The Liberal Catholic Church, will celebrate the
Eucharist on the Assumption of Our Lady. In addition, a Gregorian Chant Choir will be present to sing the Latin
propers for the Feast of the Assumption.
Fr. Richard Ellwood has been appointed Priest-in-Charge of St Raphael, even though he continues to live in
Ojai and is still attached to Our Lady and All Angels. He will travel to St. Raphel at least once a month; and Fr.
James Voirol, rector of Our Lady and All Angels, and Abp. William will try to do the same so that the parishioners
will still have benefit of the Blessed Sacrament.
Church of St. Francis, Villa Park, Illinois
Greetings to our TLCC family in the Province.
We continue to work on our website, which has been professionally redesigned, including a couple of custom
videos. Our new website is located at churchofsaintfrancis.org
We are also experimenting with different sound options for our live streaming, which is coming along.
In addition to Sunday Holy Eucharist, we also have a monthly rosary service and will be starting a monthly
Healing and Solemn Benediction service.
We were thrilled to have a visit from the Presiding Archbishop the weekend of July 10th. He stayed in our
newly painted and reorganized lodging in the rectory. His niece from Chicago was even able to join us on Sunday
for Holy Eucharist, after which we all went out and enjoyed a fine meal at Saffron Indian Restaurant. Afterwards
we returned to the church for Healing and Solemn Benediction. We look forward to future visits from him, as well
as you our TLCC family. Please stop by and visit us if your travels cause you to pass through Chicago.
Sr. Rabecca Collin
Our Lady Queen of Angels, Rio Rancho, New Mexico
At Our Lady Queen of Angels, we’ve welcomed back many parishioners since Easter. It’s great to hear all the
voices and see the smiling faces.
Parishioner volunteers have been hard at work. Our air-conditioning is working better than ever since Verne
supervised a change in the type of filters. The irrigation system has been revamped by Verne and John. The
entrance to the church has been replanted with roses by them.
The Mary shrine has been enhanced with the gift of an icon “The Adoration of the Magi” from Jaime. Prior
to hanging, the icon was blessed by Archymandry, Fr. Gabriel. Fr. Gabriel is a retired Greek Orthodox priest who
has been an active member for a number of years.
On Independence Day Sunday, we had a welcome back BBQ , to give us a chance to talk with all returning
people and catch up with what they have been doing since March of 2020. Fr. Alan and Sr. Kathleen Clute also
joined us. Fr. Alan celebrated Mass and Sr. Kathleen provided the first organ music we have enjoyed in quite
awhile. Thanks to Barbara for chairing the event; thanks to Sr. Kim for buying the burgers, hot dogs and
condiments; and thanks to Verne for calling on his skills as a professional cook. All the side dishes and desserts
demonstrated once again that LibCats can cook.
Following a request from a returning parishioner, an Adult Bible Study group has formed. We are meeting on
the second Sunday of the month at 9:00 AM. We’re currently reading Psalms and discussing how they pertain to
here and now as well as then and there.
In anticipation of a visit from Bp. William, a confirmation class for at least 2 young people will begin next
Sunday. Additional people wanting to be confirmed are welcome to join us.
Sr. Mary Arthen Donovan
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Behold the handmaid of the Lord;
be it unto me according to thy word.
GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. LUKE, 1:38

Art
La Madone aux Roses
William Bouguereau
1903
The Gould Mansion Tarrytown, Tarrytown, New York
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