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Arise, shine, Jerusalem, for your light has come;
and over you the glory of the Lord has dawned.
Though darkness covers the earth,
and dark night the nations,
on you the Lord shines
and over you his glory will appear;
nations will journey toward your light
and kings to your radiance.
Isaiah 60:1–3
Art: Adoration of the Magi—Albrecht Dürer, 1504
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A Short History of +Graham Wale’s Life
“The Man before and behind the Episcopal Vestments”
A tribute
Provided to Ubique by Kylann Wale
Graham Sidney Wale was born on the 4th December 1945, in Hammersmith, London, UK, only
son of Sidney John Wale and Doris Winnifred Wale, née Richens.

Archbishop Graham Wale
Artwork by Sr. Rabecca Collin
Although he had said that his early years at school were of no interest to him, apart from a keen
interest in historical subjects—he would have enjoyed being a professor of history—he was proud of
having been accepted at Langley Grammar School. After leaving school, he then went on to college,
where he studied to be a draughtsman. Thereafter he opted out of further studies and left to work as a
draughtsman for an engineering firm in London.
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In March 1968, at the age of 23, he married his first wife, Patricia Heycock. They had two sons,
Jason John, born on the 12th March 1972 in London and Christopher Scott, born on the 15th October
1974, also in London.
In 1975, he took the opportunity to ask the company for which he was working, to transfer him to
their British site in South Africa. The whole family then left the UK and emigrated to Pretoria, South
Africa, where he took up the position of engineer.
A few years later he worked for the South African Nuclear Power Plant in Pellindaba, where he had
to learn to work and speak in Afrikaans, one of the main South African official languages spoken at the
Plant.
In the late 70s, he left the Nuclear Industry for a job in Project Management for a company
specializing in Air Conditioning for large corporate buildings.
However, once again the whole family was on the move and returned to the UK, as his wife was
unhappy and missed her family. Six months later, the family moved back to Pretoria, where Graham
joined another engineering company specializing in air conditioning, as a Director. Graham’s parents
also emigrated to Pretoria to be close to their only son and grandchildren.
A third son, James Phillip, was born on the 13th February 1981 in Pretoria, South Africa.
Through a colleague at work, Graham discovered and attended a “Training Seminar” on SelfDevelopment and Personal Growth, called the “i am” Training, developed in the USA in the sixties.
His interest in the workshops piqued and a few weeks later, in December 1985, at age 40, Graham
participated in his first “i am” Training. He was so taken with the 5-day Workshop, that from then on
he took part in virtually all further Training Workshops, first as a participant, then as an assistant—until
he decided to become a Trainer himself for the Organization.
For four years, thereafter, he studied the principles of psychology, philosophy and human behaviour,
which were part of the Self-Development Trainings, whilst still working as a Director at his day job in
Project Management.
In 1989, Graham left the original Training Group, as well as his “salaried” job of Director, and with
a friend who had participated in the original Trainings, and was in the same frame of mind, he set up
and ran his own brand of Trainings. As well as the “mental” and “physical” aspects of Personal
Growth, they created a “spiritual” aspect to balance out the whole human entity.
In 1991, the partnership ended and Graham was left on his own to continue developing further
Trainings. He then started his own Personal Growth Company, “Foundation”, and with the assistance
of another friend, Kylann Descy (who later became his second wife, and had herself participated in
numerous Trainings since January 1986), he also developed a “Children’s Training”.
Graham also developed a Corporate Training on Self-Awareness and Personal Growth, tailored
specifically to the personnel working in and for different companies.
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His own company, however, folded a year later, as the participants were no longer prepared to pay
for his knowledge and expertise, expecting that such knowledge should be made free to all.
Graham continued to read voraciously works on philosophy and psychology, and some lighter
reading too - much about Roman times! His tastes and interests were eclectic—from Roman History,
Viking History etc. to the History of the Templars, as well as all types of spiritual, religious (such as Zen
Buddhism) and Darwinian writings—some of which were quite controversial! He was also very
interested in Calligraphy—and had numerous books on the subject—and enjoyed cooking and reading
up on recipes and so forth. He was broad-minded and open to different theories on all sorts of subjects
from quantum physics to spirituality in all its forms.
Graham’s taste in music was also eclectic. At age 17, together with a few like-minded friends, he
had formed a rock band and became the band’s drummer. Since then, he enjoyed listening to classical
pieces, Church choirs and became entranced by Gregorian chants. His enjoyment of Scottish bagpipes
had led him also to join the Transvaal Scottish 2nd Battalion in Pretoria.
He also loved sport, especially rugby, which he had played in his younger days (as well as soccer). He
always tried to watch international rugby matches on the television over weekends, his Church work
permitting.
In 1993, on Easter Sunday, feeling at a loose end, he attended the Eucharist at the Liberal Catholic
Church in Pretoria. The Service was celebrated by Bishop Johannes Van Alphen. He had found the
Church through a short advertisement (stating the times of Mass on Sundays) placed in one of the “new
age” magazines, which had caught his eye and intrigued him a few months earlier.
Graham left the Church that day, feeling that he had, at last, found a Church that he could accept
and believe in. Before then, he had consistently been searching for a “spiritual home”, one where he did
not have to give something up or compromise.
In August 1993, Graham and Patricia were divorced.
He continued to attend Church Services each Sunday and a few months later, he asked Bp Johannes
to become a server. Bp Johannes made Graham wait a whole year before he was admitted as a server.
A few months later he received the Minor Orders.
Graham and Kylann (herself divorced, with two children) were married in the Liberal Catholic
Church in Pretoria on 22nd October 1994. Graham continued to attend the Eucharist every Sunday
and also became Bp Johannes’ Church Secretary and assisted the Bishop in all matters clerical.
On 23rd June 1996, Graham was priested by Bp Johannes and attended the Clerical Synod held in
Sydney, Australia, where he took down the minutes of the various meetings. Back in Pretoria he
continued to assist Bp Johannes with Church matters.
At the time, in order to make ends meet (as the clergy was not paid by the Church), Graham worked
as a building supervisor, having taken over the job from his father who had retired and returned with his
wife to the UK.
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In February 1997, believing that it was his duty to look after his elderly parents, he and his wife left
South Africa to live in the UK. It was very difficult to find work at his age (52 yrs) as British companies,
at the time, only accepted younger personnel (the law against ageism was only introduced in 2006) and
so Graham became a “funeral officiant” and conducted funeral services for various Funeral Directors
and whoever required such a service, regardless of anyone’s faith or denomination. His wife worked as
a secretary in various companies and over the last 10 years, also worked in the funeral business.
In June 2000, at the International Synod held in St Alban’s Cathedral, Great Britain, Bishop
Johannes retired from his position as Presiding Bishop, and Bishop Ian Hooker, Regionary Bishop for
the Province of Australia was elected as the new Presiding Bishop. Graham continued working for the
Church as Secretary, under the new leadership of Bishop Ian Hooker.
On 15th April 2000, Graham was consecrated as an Auxiliary Bishop in the Liberal Catholic
Church at the Church of St Francis at Tekels Park, Camberley, UK, and adopted the Christian name of
“James” to his name. Two years later, he was appointed Regionary Bishop for the Province of Great
Britain and Ireland.
On 29th January 2005, Graham was elected Presiding Bishop (now known as Presiding Archbishop)
for seven years and enthroned at the Chapel of St Michel, at Paris, by Bp Christian Schoch, Regionary
Bishop for France, Switzerland and Francophone Africa. He served the International Church faithfully
and in 2012 was elected for another seven years, which, sadly, he did not complete by the end of his life
in 2018.
In February 2013, he retired from his extracurricular work in the UK, and he and his wife settled in
a property belonging to the French Church in the Sologne area, where he continued diligently with his
Church work. He was happy there and loved all things French and threw himself with gay abandon at
conversing in French wherever he could, saying: “Of course I understand ... I’m almost French”!
During the following years—until his death on 8th October 2018, aged 72—Graham and his wife
travelled to many of the countries where Liberal Catholic Parishes had been established, in order to
meet, support, ordain and even consecrate members of the Church who had had no, or only little,
contact with the various Church bodies controlling the Church as a whole. He brought people together
and in closer fellowship.
During Graham’s short illness, his children and other members of his family visited him frequently,
as did many of his friends, coming over from Bahrain, the UK, the USA and even from Australia. He
also received numerous messages of love, prayers and support from his fellow bishops and the
International Community.
Graham will be remembered, not only as the Executive Head of the Liberal Catholic Church, with
his deep, abiding and unshakable faith, but as a man who was always accessible, who was modest
(almost to the point of shyness), deprecating, generous of spirit, kind and compassionate. His sense of
humour (his very English humour) was legendary and endeared him to all who knew him.

✠
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Hereunder is a poem by David Harkens, found in a little notebook, written in +Graham’s own hand ... and which was
read out by Jason during +Graham’s Requiem Mass.
HE IS GONE
You can shed tears that he is gone;
Or you can smile because he has lived.
You can close your eyes and pray that he will come back;
Or you can open your eyes and see all that he has left.
Your heart can be empty because you cannot see him;
Or you can be full of the love you shared.
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday;
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday!
You can remember him and only that he is gone:
Or you can cherish his memory and let it live on.
You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back;
Or you can do what he would want;
Smile, open your eyes, love
and go on.

✠

✠

✠

Rest in the eternal grant unto him, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon him.
ADVENIAT REGNUM TUUM

http://www.thelccusa.org/

6

THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH, PROVINCE OF THE UNITED STATES

EPIPHANY 2019

A Short Vitae
The Most Rev. William S.H. Downey

Newly–Elected Presiding Archbishop of The Liberal Catholic Church
Provided to Ubique by Abp. William
William Sydney Harry Downey, born May 18, 1945 to Kathryn Cumberledge Downey and William
F. Downey in Elizabeth, New Jersey, the second of two children.
I was baptized and confirmed in the Episcopal Church.
I spent the first eighteen years of my life in New Jersey
having graduated form Alma Preparatory School in South
Bound Brook, N.J. I did undergraduate studies at White College
and Zarapath Seminary. I graduated from Miracle Valley Bible
College in Arizona.
From an early age I found myself most interested in religious
and esoteric subjects and spent many hours reading and
researching related studies.
I spent a few years exploring
Evangelical Christianity as well as non-Christian religions such
as Buddhism, Hinduism and related disciplines of meditation
and Yoga. As is the case with many spiritual seekers I wandered
through many divergent paths, including Spiritualism, New
Thought, and Theosophy.
When I moved to California in the sixties I came across The
Liberal Catholic Church and as soon as I experienced worship through our Liturgy I realized I had
found my home or perhaps I should say I “came home”. I was baptized and confirmed sub-conditione
by Bishop Edward Matthews who at that time was separated from the church having been involved in a
schism of the LCC in America that occurred in 1947.
I was ordained to the priesthood in September 1972 by Bishop Matthews. Happily, Bishop
Matthews and most of his clergy were reconciled to the Worldwide Liberal Catholic Church in 1976
and we were welcomed into full participation in the Province of the United States of America under the
Regionary Bishop Gerrit Munnik. I was blessed to have served with Bishop Munnik until his passing in
1992.
In 1985 I married my beloved wife Anita Martin in Pune, Maharashtra, India. She has been and
continues to be my help, my inspiration and my friend. My beloved daughter Kathryn was born in
1988.
I have served as a priest at the Church of Our Lady and All Angels since that time. In 1996 I
attended The General Episcopal Synod in Sydney, Australia, as an observer. I had the privilege of
meeting many clergy and faithful of the Church both from Australia and from all over the World.
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I was elected to the Episcopacy of the Liberal Catholic Church and consecrated in May 24, 1997,
by Bishop Lawrence J. Smith, assisted by Bishops Robert McGinnis, Hein VanBeusekom, and Ruben
Cabigting. In 2000 I was elected Regionary Bishop for the Province of the United States of America
and have served in that office since then as well as having been a member of the Interim Committee of
the Church since that time.
I have served on a few Boards of Directors over the years such as the California Association of
Recovery Homes, The Ventura County Humane Society and the Rogers Cooper Memorial Trust
Foundation.
I am a Freemason and involved both at Blue Lodge level as well as in York Rite bodies. I served as
Grand Chaplain of the Royal Arch Grand Lodge of California. I was recently invited to membership
in Societas Rosicruciana in Civitatibus Foederatis.
I am the proud Grandpa of three lovely granddaughters, Sydney, Regan and Phoebe, whom I am
blessed to see everyday. Anita and I share our home with six canine Children.
It is my honor and privilege to be elected as Presiding
Archbishop of the Liberal Catholic Church and I am
humbled by this honor. In many ways I feel inadequate to
the task before me and certainly less qualified than many of
my formidable predecessors in office. To follow in the
footsteps of such great leaders as JIW, CWL, Frank Pigott,
Adriaan Vreede and Sten VonKrusenstierna is almost
overwhelming. I pray by the help and grace of God to
follow those footsteps even if I may not fill their shoes.
The work that lies before us is to continue to “forward
the work of Our Master, Christ in the World and to feed His
flock, ... to serve as a vehicle for the eternal Christ;” to serve
Him in whose service is perfect freedom and to do it in such
a manner that it is meaningful and relevant in the World
today. In the words of the Collect for Advent Sunday “that
we may hasten the coming of Thy kingdom upon earth.”

✠
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Epiphany Message 2019
The Most Rev. William S.H. Downey
Friends:
As I look out of the window of my office here in Ojai, California, I admire the majestic
TopaTopa mountains with a new verdant blush adorning the hillsides. Much needed rains have
recently brought the hope of new life and renewal to our Valley. A manifestation of the power
and supremacy of Life. Until the coming of these life-restoring showers the surrounding
countryside was robed in the drab and somber colors of brown and sepia. Now a mantle of
fresh greenness has chased away the parched scenery. Life victorious shows forth Her powers!

We are in the Season of Epiphany and the etymology of the word, we are told, derives from
the Greek language meaning manifestation or to show forth. Our Festival memorializes the
manifestation of Christ to the Magi, the Wise Men.
Archbishop Miguel Batet, our Regionary Bishop of Argentina, recently wrote about the
Festival of Christmas in their Provincial Magazine, El Caliz:
“Every life that exists, at Christmas is internally empowered, each manifested life
receives the effusion of the Christ, which is the internal Life of all existence. From the
tiniest being in a form, then passing to more complex beings, of plants and animals, men,
angels, planets, solar systems, galaxies, universes, and God Himself.”
Bishop Batet goes on to comment on the meaning of Christmas saying:
“Perhaps Christ as a an internal spiritual reality manifests itself (or Himself) in ways
that are imperceptible, like a friend who is waiting for us, or as the Internal Guardian in
the heart of every human heart of every human being. It is the Christ who is knocking
at the doors of our existence.”
ADVENIAT REGNUM TUUM
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These same ideas apply to the message of Epiphany. Christ stands at the door of every
human heart knocking—not necessarily to gain admission, because He already is present
though hidden. Just as the mighty Oak already exists hidden within the heart of the acorn, still
it is there in potential. He stands knocking in the hope that we will unlock and release the
imprisoned Christ within into MANIFESTATION.
Yes, the manifestation of Christ is to all those Wise Men and Women who still seek Him.
Seek him among the incongruities of Life. Seek him in the simplicity of a Babe lying in a
manger, not in a palace of a king. Seek him among the poor and simple, not the wealthy and
wise. Seek him in difficult times and times of questions, in periods of doubt and uncertainty
just as we may in times of Faith. Seek Him in strained or broken relationships, as well as in
times of the ecstasy of love. The message of the Manifestation of Christ, His Epiphany, is that
the Christ is waiting to be found by all who are willing to seek Him.
When Christ is encountered He will shine forth in the life of the one who has encountered
Him. One does not need to fight, combat or struggle to dispel darkness, in one’s life or in the
World at large. Darkness is dispelled by Light, Light cannot be overcome by darkness. This
Christ Light is the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. John 1:9
So for the Christian Initiate—for that is what each one of us is if we have followed Christ in
Baptism—the Epiphany is not an occasion that only happened twenty centuries ago to three
travelers from the East; it is instead an ongoing daily discovery of the Christ within. It is the
manifestation of Christ to the World in the life of the Initiate. You are His representative to all
with whom you are in contact.
Just as the wonderful mountains I see from my window show forth the beauty of renewed
Life with the winter showers, so I pray that you will fulfill your destiny as a child of God. I will
lift up mine eyes unto the Hills whence cometh my Help, my help cometh from the Lord. Ps121
With every blessing I remain your servant,
+William

p 9: TopaTopa Mountains; p 10: Fellowship Hall at Our Lady & All Angels
Taken at the Triennial in October 2018
Photos courtesy of Bp. Thomas Miller
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Epiphany
a sermon for Epiphany

Donna Miller
January 6th is observed as a church festival in commemoration of the coming of the magi—the wise
men who visited baby Jesus bearing gifts. But it is not just a celebration of an event in the history of
Christianity.
The word epiphany, as is used in other contexts, refers to a sudden perception of the essential nature
or meaning of something, a strong intuitive grasp of reality. This often comes in a simple but striking
way. It is an illuminating discovery or realization.
When we have an epiphany, it comes as a gift. It isn’t something we try to have and work at it. It’s
just suddenly there, like the star the wise men saw, and we have the choice to acknowledge it and follow
where it leads. It can, however, come after we have been working on something in our lives, not seeing a
direction no matter how hard we try, and then, seemingly out of nowhere, an epiphany comes. We see
the direction and it’s usually very different from anything we had been imagining. It’s similar to an
“Aha!” experience, but an “Aha!” can simply be a sudden recognition of a solution to a problem. An
epiphany has the connotation of something deeper, leading to a bigger transformation.
Regarding the story of the magi in today’s Gospel reading, we may think of the Christmas carol
“We Three’ Kings,” and for many of us, this is primarily how we picture this story, as well as how it is
depicted in Christmas pageants where the three wise men visit the baby Jesus in the stable, along with
the shepherds.
In the scriptural texts, however, the number three was only inferred, based on three different gifts
mentioned. In the Eastern Orthodox tradition, they tell the story with twelve wise men. There is also
no mention in the Gospels of the men being kings. That was added later as an interpretation based on
a prophecy from the Old Testament. Also, the account in Matthew refers to the visit as being in a house
and only mentions Mary as being present.
The offshoot of all that is that we really don’t know about the literal details of this story—how many
wise men there were, whether or not they were kings, and exactly when and where their visit took place.
And the significant thing is that these details are not what the story is about.
This Church Festival is called Epiphany and that theme is the dominant feature of this story and
celebration: It describes a turning point, a divine revelation, a cosmic insight, a weaving together of
seemingly unrelated elements, a recognition of something illuminating, something which brings new
light and transformation.
Whoever these visitors were, they were deemed wise because they picked up on a cosmic clue. They
saw a star and found it meaningful and enticing enough to take a long journey to be a part of the event.
They may have been astrologers or enlightened seers or perhaps scholars of ancient prophecies. Or
they may have been kings. But the power of the story is that they trusted their perception and their
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strong pull to follow through on it and thus became part of this great cosmic pageantry that makes up
the journey of awakening to divinity on earth.
Now, fast forward to us, here and now. How does Epiphany, as a recurring festival in our Church
Year, relate to our own lives? To me, it is a beautiful reminder of how God’s eternal birth into the world
may seem hidden from view, but there are clues absolutely everywhere. God wants us to discern God’s
divine presence and to take advantage of our invitation to participate in the illuminating transformation
that is God’s constant gift.
In the Epistle reading for Epiphany, God says: “Behold I make all things new.”
God engineers the transformation.
We are the beneficiaries of God’s generosity.
God’s
transformation into newness is always happening—in us and in the world. Our noticing it depends, like
the wise men in the story, on our trust and receptivity.
This is not something God bestows from afar or saves for after we die. Christ’s message is that God
dwells among us. All of humanity is invited into this newness right where we are, in whatever
circumstances surround us.
“Behold” means to “Look at” We are meant to stop for a moment and take a look at this promise
that God declares, “I make all things new.” And it means to stop and take a look all around us and
notice the amazing abundance of winks from God everywhere we look. God is playing Peek-a-Boo all
the time. The remarkable thing is that once we get into the habit of looking and noticing, these winks
from God seem to be like popcorn, suddenly appearing with so much rapidity that we sometimes wish
they’d slow down and let us catch our breath. We want to eat the popcorn, digest it, integrate it into our
lives as a whole.
Later in the Epistle, God says, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the
last.” This adds another features to that previous promise: This is eternal reality. “I make all things
new” eternally, forever and ever. There was never a time when I did not make all things new and there
will never be a time when this will stop. It is built into My nature to make all things new.
The image that is used to represent the quality of this newness is “a fountain of the water of life.”
The verse says Christ gives this “freely” to those who are “athirst.” Freely. Our thirst for it is the
prerequisite, not any particular requirements, except for our willingness to receive.
This is the ultimate generosity. This is the unbelievable gift that God offers to us if we dare to let go
of the gripping habit we tend to have of trying to prove our worth. Somehow it seems a bit far-fetched
that we could receive the blessings of God without working our tails off and beating out the
competition.
The Epistle reading does refer to “our work.” But what was the primary work Jesus gave us? “Love
God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” In
addition to that, He advised us to attend to our spiritual growth, letting go of habits that clearly aren’t
serving us well, and trusting the promises of God, resting into them. In that way, if there is any other
ADVENIAT REGNUM TUUM
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“work” we need to do, we will be led to it and we won’t be doing it alone. We will have the Great and
Eternally Loving Transformer as our ever-present guide and support.
The result of trusting God’s guidance is a natural change in how we live our everyday lives. When
we experience this shift, it generally takes some getting used to. We may worry that we’re getting too
relaxed. With God as our collaborator, we may, from the outside, look like a hard worker, as busy as
ever; but from the inside we may feel as though we’re just riding an inner tube down the river on a fine
day. Out of old habit, our inner critic may say, “Hey, wait a minute! This is too easy! You’re supposed
to be pushing yourself and struggling like everybody else!” But, the more God’s constant presence
becomes habitual, the more we find ourselves trusting it, and then we can feel downright giddy with joy,
effusive with gratitude, delighted to be on this journey with God, knowing that we are cared for
completely. And this remarkable partnership, this endless generosity of God fills us up so much that we
overflow, in a very natural way, with love of God and of our neighbor. In this way, we carry on the
eternal story, accepting God’s light and participating in its illumination of the world.

✠

✠

✠

Bishops of the Province
L to R: Bp. Thomas Miller, Bp. Gaspar Torres, Bp. Lloyd Worley, Abp. William Downey
Photo courtesy of Sr. Rabecca Collin, taken at the Triennial, October 2018, Ojai
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Spiritual Progress
Rev. Steven Arndt
a sermon for Trinity 17

When I read the intent for today, Spiritual Progress, it engaged my mind in wanting a way to
measure this. If we are to consider our progress, then what is our measure, is it objective, subjective,
both or what.
Objective progress is often quantifiable, in numbers or by simply observing with our senses. It may
be visual progress, such as watching a road being repaired, a house being built or a Christmas tree being
decorated. Or most recently here at St. Gabriel and All Angels, the Air Conditioning being redone and
the ability to cool the air temperature. These are all measures of progress that we can all pretty much
agree on, but how do we measure Spiritual Progress.
Can we measure this by looking at our physical health, and vitality, and what quantifiable measures
for these are reliable? Can we measure our spiritual progress by the amount of sleep we require? Does
a person who now is requiring more sleep, spiritually progressing or not?
Is spiritual progress measurable by how happy or content someone is, and how do we measure that?
Would the same measures of happiness apply to everyone, and if not why. Do people who are
spiritually progressing smile more, is that with or without teeth showing.
Does trying to measure or answer the question, “are we progressing spiritually”, a question that we
can feel sure of the answer? If we are riding in a canoe, going down a lazy river, not paddling, and we
look directly beside the outside of the canoe, is the water moving? Is the canoe moving? If we look at
the river banks, we can see that we are riding on the back of the river, sitting at one with the majesty of
the river, going along for the ride.
It seems that life, and our spiritual progress may follow a similar analogy. Being part of the cosmos
we live in, going through the daily cycles of the sun rising and setting, the temperature changing almost
hourly, the seasons changing, the moon cycling from unseen to full, the cycle of the plants and trees
changing colors, growing seeds then dropping them, the birds coming in the spring and leaving in the
fall. Like riding with the majesty of the river, we can paddle to assist our progress or we can be content
to go along for the ride. Using the paddle to progress could be: time in prayer, meditation, receiving the
blessed Sacrament at Holy Eucharist, sitting with a friend, helping a stranger, sending good wishes to
those in need, etc. Either way, paddling or not, we seem to be progressing and depending on our
viewpoint, we may or may not notice it.
Our subjective/objective viewpoint, judging with all of our senses, gross and subtle, allows us to
draw our own conclusions about our individual spiritual progress. At times our awareness can be so
captured in the moment, that we may have little belief in any kind of progress. In those moments life,
pretty much, isn't any fun. It is in these moments, when we test our spiritual progress. In the First
Epistle of St. Paul the Apostle to Timothy we heard, “but thou o man of God, flee these things and
ADVENIAT REGNUM TUUM

http://www.thelccusa.org/

14

THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH, PROVINCE OF THE UNITED STATES

EPIPHANY 2019

follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience and meekness”. St. Paul reminds us that we
are children of the most high, waking our Christ within and then directing us towards that inner light.
This truly becomes a test of our spiritual progress, and, I believe, a good thing.
The collect today begins with, “Almighty God and loving Father, of whose only gift it cometh that
thy faithful people do unto thee true and laudable service, grant that we may so loyally serve thee in this
life that we may be numbered among thy leal and trusty soldiers in all lives to come, through Christ our
Lord.”
To guide ourselves while riding on the majestic river of life, we can do our best to live fully that life
of laudable service that is set before us, our individual path, a gift from God for this life. I am not sure
that we can measure spiritual progress, in the ways that we commonly measure other things, but
perhaps we can find laudable service, traveling our path in life and maybe seeing it unfold as truly
majestic. And in following after righteousness, we may find growing contentment, peace, joy and love in
the experience of this laudable service to God.
Psalm 92:12-14
12 The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon;
13 planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our God.
14 They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green

✠

✠

✠

Clergy and Servers at the Triennial, 2018
Our Lady & All Angels Church, Ojai, California
Photo courtesy of Sr. Lucinda Hall
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Because Christmas is every day ...

Greetings from Liberal Catholic Clergy in Indonesia!

Rose & JJ light the Christ Candle at Our Lady
Queen of Angels Church, Rio Rancho, NM,
Christmas 2018.
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PROVINCIAL NEWS
Sr. Kathleen Clute and Parish Correspondents
Provincial News

Dear Sisters and Brothers:
It is with great sadness I must inform you of the passing
to Higher Life of our dear Sister in Christ, Deaconess
Ninfa Molleda of the Parish of Nuestra Señora deLos
Angeles in Hialeah, Florida.
Dear sister Ninfa was a very dedicated worker, a life-long
Theosophist and dedicated, faithful servant of Our Lord
within the Liberal Catholic Church. She served as a
“pillar” of our Church in Florida under Bishop Mayola,
and rectors Manuel Albierra, Jose Tamargo, Norbert
Machado, and David Guillen. Ninfa was a dear loyal
personal friend who helped guide and protect the parish
through difficult times. I will miss her physical presence
but I am confident she will continue to help us from
higher realms!
Of your charity please pray for the soul of our precious
sister.
+William

Gratitude for A Warm Welcome
Mrs. Anita Downey & Annine Wycherley took great care of everyone who attended the Triennial in Ojai in
October. We are all so very grateful for your smiles, your graciousness, and of course your wonderful meals!
Thank you, Anita and Annine!
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Ordination
At the Triennial in October, Rev. Joseph Seehusen was ordained to the Priesthood by Abp. William Downey,
with Bishops Lloyd Worley and Gaspar Torres assisting. Fr. Joseph and his wife Jan will maintain a private
oratory dedicated to St. Christopher.

Clergy of the Province extending their blessings to ordinand Joseph Seehusen.
Saturday, 20 October 2018, Our Lady & All Angels Church
Photo courtesy of Sr. Lucinda Hall

Soon-to-be-ordained Rev. Joseph Seehusen,
with Fr. Brian Satterlee.
Friday, 19 October 2018, Fellowship Hall,
Our Lady & All Angels Church
Photo courtesy of Bp. Thomas Miller

ADVENIAT REGNUM TUUM

http://www.thelccusa.org/

18

THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH, PROVINCE OF THE UNITED STATES

EPIPHANY 2019

Fellowship Scenes at the Triennial, courtesy of Bp. Thomas Miller
These pictures and more can be viewed at http://www.thelccusa.org/galleries/triennial-2018/
Enjoy!
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(now the ears of my ears are awake and
now the eyes of my eyes are opened)
e e cummings

St. Gabriel in stained glass,
Our Lady & All Angels Church, Ojai
Photo courtesy of Sr. Lucinda Hall

Altar Photo, page 1:
Church of St. Albert,
Greeley, Colorado
Christmas Eve Solemn
Benediction
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