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How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him
Still the dear Christ enters in.
Phillips Brooks, O Little Town of Bethlehem, 1868
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‘it is the nature of light to shine’

Epiphany
The Rt. Rev. William S.H. Downey
Archbishop, Province of the United States

The Feast of Epiphany means manifestation or revelation. It is the oldest of the Christmas Feasts
and is still celebrated on January 6th as the major feast of the season in Eastern Churches. The
feast probably originated in those churches in the Middle East strongly influenced by the Gospel of
John, who proclaims of Jesus Christ: And the Word became flesh, and made his dwelling with us,
and we saw his glory, the glory of the Father’s Son full of grace and Truth. (JN1:14) And as the
“True Light which enlightens everyone,” Jesus came not only that we might see his glory but also
that we might share in it. “From His fullness we have all received, grace for grace.”
The feast from the beginning has always been associated with the Baptism of Our Lord. Later
in the Western church it became associated with the Manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles and
the Magi became the central figures (apart from Our Lord) in the day’s festivities. But whether the
story is related to the Baptism or to the manifestation before the Three Kings, there is a heavy
emphasis on the Trinity. In the Baptism, FATHER, SON, and DOVE; in the Magi Story we have
the Three Kings, the three gifts. This all points to Trinity in Manifestation and also revealed in the
individual as the Higher self in the qualities of WILL, LOVE, ACTIVITY.
All during Advent we prepared for His Coming, then at Christmas we celebrated His arrival.
Now at Epiphany we join the Wise Men of all ages who come to worship Him and offer their best
gifts.
You will remember that all the festivals of the Church are not only commemorations of
historical significance that happened in the Life of our Lord Jesus Christ two thousand years ago.
These festivals are symbolic of great events which occur in the Life of each one of us as we tread
the Path of Christ. At Advent we await with anticipation His coming within our Soul; at Christmas
we rejoice at His birth once again in our own heart.
Now at Epiphany, twelve days after the festival of Christmas, it is intended that we translate all
of that joy into action! Up until now all the preparation and all the celebration has been for the
most part interior. Now the time has come for the Christ to become MANIFEST to the World. For
that is the meaning of the word epiphany: to show forth—to shine forth—to manifest.
And now we look to the Magi within to discover what this great symbol of the Christ
manifestation is. The three wise men represent the dedicated Physical Body, Emotional Body and
Mental Body. These dedicated, consecrated components produce, bring and present the three gifts.
The Myrrh represents the bitterness and pain and sorrow of the lower nature within us before it
has died out to self and selfishness. The root cause of all of our troubles is selfishness, the belief
that we are separate from our fellows. That we are somehow unique or different. That we are
either better than those around us, which is the sin of Pride, or that we are some how not as good
as others or less than, which is the sin of Pride in reverse. Either way it is self-absorption or selfobsession. So Myrrh speaks of the death of the lower personality, the petty small self. St Paul says
we must die to self that Christ may live within us. The willingness to allow that lower self to die is
indeed a gift!
The Frankincense is the symbol of the transmutation of our lower self into the Higher Self, the
Christ Nature. The incense speaks of the sweetness of the Soul lifted in aspiration to the Christ
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within. The offering of the Emotional Nature, the lifting of our hearts in Love and aspiration—it
too is a Gift!
And finally the Gold is that precious part of each person, the True Self which we are striving to
manifest or show forth. It is the spark of Divinity which lies hidden deep within the heart of each
person. The Gospel of St John says it is the true Light that lights every person coming into the
World.
When that experience of the transmutation of the lower self into the Higher Self takes place, a
change happens in the life of the Christian Initiate. Notice the Gospel for Epiphany says, “And
being warned of God in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed by another way.” Your Life
is changed and you cannot return to the old way. The old way no longer works. Old habits of the
body or emotions or thinking have failed. One has found a new and Living Way!
There is an ancient saying, “When you have found the beginning of the WAY, the Star of your
soul will show its Light.” The means of following the Star and finding the way I have just outlined
may be implemented through prayer, meditation and the practice of good works. But these
practices, as good and laudable as they are, only lead to the discovery of that Star. We need not
look for the Light outside, we need not enkindle the Light. It already exists. It is the nature of
light to Shine. You do not make it shine, you simply let it shine! “Let your Light so shine before
men that they may see your good works and glorify their Father which is in Heaven.”

One of the founding Bishops of the Liberal Catholic Church, C.W. Leadbeater, said, “We who
love the Star should ourselves be as stars to help to illumine the world in which we live, each
according to his or her capacity to shine and to show forth in purity, in gentleness and in
steadfastness the Light that is within us.”
Epiphany Blessings.
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‘our heart’s center’

Names of Mary
Sr. Lucinda Hall
St. Gabriel and All Angels Church

In the Christmas season, our churches often sing a Rosary to keep the season. My theme for Rosary
this year is names: names of Our Holy Lady Mary. Each name has a shape to see, a form to
understand. Each is different, and adds to our insight and experience of the Divine.
The names of Mary I will reference are Virgin Mother, Queen of Heaven, and Intercessor.
Virgin Mother: Bearer of God known as Theotokos in the Greek
Historically the term virgin meant “one-in-herself,” and the Hebrew
descriptor, alma, means “young.” We hear nothing at all of a virgin birth in
our tradition until late in the first century, and then only in the gospels of
Matthew and Luke, which were probably written in the 80s or 90s of the
first century. The virgin birth myth is an old one, from several indigenous
religions.
Spiritually, the Virgin Mare is the pure, uncreated ocean of the Divine. We
call it Wisdom, Absolute, Divine Knowing, Ocean of Divine Bliss. Virgin
Mother is a description of the consciousness it takes to birth the Divine in
our life; to become one with the Absolute Nature of God; to live Divinity. It
is a title and description of Mary.
Queen of Heaven: Clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown
of twelve stars
If we use the Bible as our source of historical information
on Mary, there is very little there. Mark and Matthew give us
almost nothing of Jesus’ mother, and Luke and John give us
the Annunciation, the Visitation, Christmas birth story, Jesus
at the temple, wedding at Canna, being at the crucifixion, and
the Whitsunday. She starts out as barely a mention in
canonical scripture though more exists in apocrypha. The
story is kept simple. But the need for a softening of male
dominated story led to her rising importance around the 500s
CE.
By the Middle Ages, the association of the church with the
monarchies of Europe transformed Mary’s image to royalty.
Now instead of simple robes of blue or red, she was
represented in art with embossed fabrics, fleur de lis, and
ornate golden crowns. The times emphasized her names of
Queen of Heaven, Queen of Angels, Regent of Earth, Queen
of Paradise. It took the simplicity of St. Francis to change her
image again.
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An interesting counterpoint to the regal Queen is the black
Madonna. Crowned, seated on a short backed throne, and looking
strongly forward, often without downcast, averted eyes, the Black
Madonna embodies the seat of Wisdom of the child Jesus on her
lap. Her blackness symbolizes mystery, the unknown, earth mother,
the gate of life; the veil between
matter and spirit, the cloth that
hides the Divine. Unexplainable
Deep knowing. “Dark am I yet
lovely.” Black Madonnas reside
in Europe; the only Black
Madonna of the Americas is Our
Lady of Guadalupe, La Morenita
(the dear dark one).
S p i r i t u a l l y, t h e i m a g e o f
sovereign gives us the archetype
of bowing down to the highest. It
tells us to prioritize what is important in our lives. This is a valuable
hierarchy, because then we know what is most important, and we
don’t waste time and energy. We organize for time within, and time to
know and express our soul. The fruits of this path are lived. Time to
work, time to love, time to play; time to give.
Intercessor: One Who Shows the Way
This is my least favorite Mary title because the very definition
depends on duality, and that feels untrue. Granted, attention on
Mary shows us a good way to spend our life energy, but there is
no need to stand between us and God. We are already at His
feet, ready for the sacred marriage to our Divine Nature. We are
the wise spouse, our oil lamps are full to light the Union. The
Holy of Holies is where we live. We follow your instructions
from scripture and tradition:
1. Go into your chamber and shut the door behind you, and
pray to your Father who is in secret…the one who is within
them all. (Matthew 6:6 and The Gospel of Philip)
2. The Lord said, “I came to make the things below like the
things above, and the things outside like those inside. I came
to unite them in that place.” (The Gospel of Philip)
3. Do you pray? You speak to the Bridegroom. Do you read? He speaks to you. When sleep
overtakes you…[he] put[s] his hand [under your head.] (Jerome’s letter to Eustochium)
We do our work so that we can proclaim, “For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone;
the flowers appear on the earth, the time of the singing of birds has come and the voice of the
turtle is heard in our land.” (Song of Solomon 2:11)
Of the many names for Mary—Lady of Light, Lady of Humility, Lady of Triumph—I like Mother of
Love the best. Motherhood of the soul reminds me of my spiritual goal of caring for humanity, and
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birthing the Christ in myself; it also defines the goal and the pathway: love. Love is the reason for our
creation, and of what we are made. Love is that which unifies, supports, and transforms. Love is our
experience, our gift, and our heart’s center.
Rosary is an old tradition in our church. Rosary beads to keep count of traditional prayers so we
can sit in Her Holy Silence is centuries old. Rosary comes from the Latin, rosarium–rose garden. That
makes singing rosary our garland of roses that we offer to ourselves and each other. Ave Maria.
Sources
Alone of All Her Sex, by Marina Warner
The Protoevangelium of James, also called The Gospel of James
The Gospel of the Holy Twelve
A Reflection on Black Virgins, http://www.plotinus.com/black_virgins_copy.htm
Black Madonnas and other Mysteries by Ella Rozett
http://www.interfaithmary.net/pages/blackmadonna.html

Sculpture “Mother of Fair Love,” by sculptor Pasquale Sciancalepore,
a gift of Josemaría Escrivá to the University of Navarra, Pamplona, Spain.
Via Wikimedia Commons.
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PROVINCIAL NEWS
Sr. Kathleen Clute and Parish Correspondents
Message from our Archbishop
The Rt. Rev. William S.H. Downey
Archbishop, Province of the United States

Warmest greetings to all at this wonderful time of the year when we celebrate the Birth of the
Christ Child at Christmas and His manifestation at the Feast of Epiphany. At the same time we
join with you in celebration of the birth of a New Year with all of the probable and potential
blessings and opportunities inherent in it!
We are especially happy to announce the election to the episcopacy of our Bishop–elect Thomas
Miller and his consecration on the 3rd of June 2016. We are also happy that our Presiding
Archbishop Graham Sidney Wale will be the Consecrating Bishop, assisted by myself and Bishop
Lloyd Worley as Senior and Junior assisting Bishops; as well as Bishop Ruben Cabigting and Bishop
Gaspar Torres. We may also have other visiting Bishops from other Provinces. We expect the
occasion to be a most joyous celebration. All clergy and faithful throughout the Province are
cordially invited to attend.
As we move into 2017, let us keep ever before us the glorious Star of Bethlehem to be the
beacon of Light to lead us into the New and Living way. The Way that provides a manifestation of
His Light to all the World. In the words of the old Christmas song:
Give us a lamp to light the way
Unto the land of perfect day
O beautiful star of Bethlehem
Shine on
BEAUTIFUL STAR OF BETHLEHEM
Christmas song by A.L. Phipps

Provincial News
Episcopal Consecration
Fr. Thomas Miller, longtime rector of St. Gabriel & All Angels Church, will be consecrated as as auxiliary
bishop for the Province of the United States. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend!
Saturday, June 3, 2017
St. Gabriel and All Angels Church
Fairfield, Iowa
More details in the Easter issue of Ubique.
Triennial Clerical Synod and Provincial Assembly
Due to the Episcopal Consecration, the triennial will be held in 2018. Planning is beginning now, and if you
would like to help organize this Triennial, please contact Sr. Kathleen Clute, secretary of the Board of Trustees.

ADVENIAT REGNUM TUUM

http://www.thelccusa.org/

7

THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH, PROVINCE OF THE UNITED STATES

CHRISTMAS 2016

Parish News
St. Gabriel & All Angels, Fairfield, Iowa
St. Gabriel and All Angels was delighted to host our Archbishop William Downey on the weekend of
November 19-20. He administered nine Confirmations, celebrated Solemn Benediction and Holy Eucharist, as
well as attended our annual parish meeting.
During the parish meeting Fr. James Palmer was appointed to assume the role of rector of St. Gabriel and All
Angels, effective April 2017. Archbishop Primate Graham Wale, Archbishop William, Bishop Lloyd Worley, and
other bishops will return on June 3, 2017, for the consecration of Fr. Thomas Miller to the Episcopate.
The fabulous music and song of the Sing Along Messiah with audience participation filled St. Gabriel and All
Angels church to overflowing on Sunday, Dec. 18. The musical festivities warmed our hearts and elevated our
spirits despite the snow and cold outside.
Sylvia Richards

Sing Along Messiah at St. Gabriel’s, December 18
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St. Francis Church, Villa Park, Illinois
Greetings from St Francis Parish in Villa Park (Chicago). Now that our church has been thoroughly cleaned
and beautifully decorated, we are eagerly awaiting our Christmas celebration, which includes a serene Christmas
Eve Midnight Eucharist which begins at 11:30 pm, following a social hour and refreshments at 10:30, as well as
Christmas morning Eucharist at 10:00 am.
We were recently delighted by a surprise visit from Fr Edward Gonzales and his wife Tami, and server Larry
Brown from St Raphael’s on December 4th. We hope to see them again soon and be able to spend more time
with them.
Please keep us in mind if you are passing through the Chicago area and would like to visit. We have
accommodations for TLCC clergy and church members in our Parish Center on our church property, in the form
of 2 furnished bedrooms with full size beds, a bathroom, and equipped kitchen. There is also a couch with a pull
out bed. Contact us at stfrancisvillapark@hotmail.com.
We hope you all have a memorable and blessed Christmas!
Sr. Rabecca Collin

Kathy M and a little helper

Frank helping sort the Christmas decorations

Kathy helping hold the ladder as Frank hangs a wreath
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Parish News
St. Francis Church, additional photos

Antique drum table with the Holy Family

Decorated Sanctuary

Ready for Christmas!
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Fall on your knees,

Altar Photo, page 1:
St. Michael the Protector Chapel
Mountainair, New Mexico
Christmas 2016

Oh, hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born!
O night,
O holy night,
O night divine!
O Holy Night
Words by Placide Cappeau
Translated by John Sullivan Dwight
Music by Adolphe Adam
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